JOURNAL OF ARNOLD BENNETT
New Statesman critic. Too much light on the stage at the
crises, and horrible competition between the band and the
singers; ugly costumes and scenery. A terrible sight. The second
act was better, darker, and quieter. When King Mark began
his monologue I departed. I thought the music was surviving
pretty well.
On getting to Yacht Club from Richmond at 1.30 I had a
telephone message from Marguerite to say that she and Anna
were in the air raid 1 at Liverpool Street and unhurt. To-day
I found out that though the end of their train (11.38) was bombed,
M. knew nothing of it, and Anna was only sure that she saw smoke
" by the side of the train " behind her. Neither heard cries of
wounded, nor broken glass or anything. M. heard 4 bombs,
or 5. Anna said she heard a noise and thought it was guns;
then she saw a girl porter running and heard her cry " Oh ",
and thought it was an accident. When she realised that it was
bombs she remembered nothing more till she * found herself'
near underground lavatory, where people were taking refuge,
with M. They were in different carriages and had lost each
other. She saw people ' crouching down' (near base of girders,
apparently).
This morning I saw remains of a German aeroplane being
motored up Piccadilly.
Yacht Club, Thursday, June zist.
Atkins and Ross lunched with me yesterday here ; and a very
good lunch. I was startled to find Ross believing in the legend
that the Germans had been cooking all their mortality figures
since 1870. This shows how far a, good brain can be deteriorated
by a fixed idea. Whenever Ross talks about the war his whole
face changes.
Charlton Arms, Ludlow, Friday, July 6th.
I came to Ludlow to-day. Fat female aristocrat in train.
Dust cloak. Flower outside it. Jewel to fasten it. Many
rings. Manicured. Queen, Taller. Ethel M. Dell's latest
novel. 3 cushions in a decided leather " envelope ". Elaborate
lunch-basket. Greedy. When ticket collectors came, she
referred them, with an apprehensive gesture, to her maid, lest
1 la the aeroplane raid on London of June 13, there were 157 Mlled and
432 injured. One of the German planes vras brought down.
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